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THE 


p R E F A CE. 


H E following practical Diſ- 
courſe being entirely devoted 

to the dreadful Event that occaſioned 
it, and containing ſome ſolemn and 
ſacred Inſtructions and Uſes, the 
Author of it determined to give it a 
wider Spread than what it could poſ- 
ſibly receive from the Pulpit, and 
accordingly ventures it to the Pub- 
lic View; encouraging his Hopes 
that it will meet with a candid Peru- 
ſal, from the general and indiſpen- 
ſible Obligations upon Mankind ſe- 
riouſly to regard and improve this 
terrible Viſitation, and from the Du- 
ty of all, according to their reſpect- 
ive Stations in Life, to concur with 
their utmoſt Powers to promote and 
ſecure 


ESR” ACE 


ſecure ſuch a falutary and important 


End. 


What an awful and alarming 
Juncture of Time] War is preparing 
its Thunders, and has begun its 

bloody Havoc! Conflagration has 
conſumed a great Part of one of 
the capital Cities of our World, and 
Earthguake has buried another! + The 
Lion hath roared, who will not fear ? 
The Lord 'hath ſpoken, who can but 


#P + ate 


"P Referring to the late terrible Fire at C enſtantinople. 
+ Amos ii. 8. 
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HABAKKUK iii. 2. E 


O Lord, I have heard thy Speech, and was 
afraid: O Lord, revive thy Work in the 
midſt of the Years, in the midſt of the Years 
make known; in Wrath remember Mercy. 
O Lok p, I HAVE HEARD THY SPEECH. 


T HE laſt Week has brought us an 

Account of a late tremendous Earth- 

quake at Liſbon, a very fair, rich, 
and noble City, and the Metropolis of the 
Kingdom of Portugal. Not only the royal 
Palace, the Churches, and moſt of the 
ſtately Buildings have been deſtroyed by 
this diſmal Calamity*, but the Lives, it 
is to be feared, of many Thouſands of 
Inhabitants have periſhed in the general 
Deſolation. - Alarm and Diſtreſs are now 
ſpread every where among us, and fo much 
the more, as the mercantile Intereſts of theſe 
Kingdoms are fo deeply concerned in this 
dreadful Cataſtrophe. Need I then to make 
any Apology for endeavouring to turn, or 
rather (for they are turned, I doubt not, 


already) to ſanctify and conſecrate your 
A Thoughts 


It has been reported ſince, that ſome deteſtable Vil- 
lains ſet Fire to the Palace, and one of the Churches, 


52 
Thoughts upon this awful Subject? For I 
intend not to addreſs you as an Hiſtorian or a 
News- writer, nor as a natural Philoſopher, 
but as a Miniſter of 7% Cöbriſt, who is ſin- 
cerely concerned to promote your ſpiritual 
and immortal Benefit, while I am diſcour- 
ſing upon the late terrible Event, from the 


Words I have now read, O Lord, 1 have 


heard thy Speech ! 8 

The Words are a Part of the Prayer, as 
it is called, Verſe 1. of Habakkuk por Si- 
gionoth; that is, for Errors *, meaning the 
Errors or Sins of the People; or, underſtand- 
ing Sigionoth as referring to Muſic, it may 
denote a wandering or various Ode +. The 
next Verſe begins the Prayer of the Pro- 
phet, and that in the Words of our Text, 
O Lord, I have beard thy Speech : As if he 
ſhould ſay, O Lord, I, as a Prophet, in- 


& ſtructed and commiſſioned by thee, have 


e heard thy Declaration concerning thy Judg- 
« ments impending over us, in giving up thy 
“ People to the Power and Ravages of the 
« Chaldeans, whoſe Terrors and Violence I 
ce have by thine Order largely deſcribed and 
&« declared. T1 And have we not heard, 
tho' not by Prophecy, yet by Providence, the 

Speech 

* 2 I Erravit. 


+ Cantio erratica, que non uno Metrorum genere conſta ' 


bat, ſed ex variè intercurrentibus conflata erat, & mira delec- 
tandi vi gaudebat. Vid. Clavim Stockii. 
1 Chap. i. 5---12. 


W. 
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I. 

Speech of the Almighty, in the late Deſola- 
tions of Fire, in the Commotions and Havoc 
of Mar, and now, within theſe few Days, in 
the tremendous Earthquake at Liſbon, which 
has, in a few Minutes, turned a ſplendid and 
populous City into a ruinous Heap? © But 
«© what Sort of Speech, may it be aſked, does 
ce this dreadful Providence contain, or what 
« are the facred and uſeful Leſſons we may 
gather from it?” I anſwer, much every 
Way, particularly in the following Reſpects. 

I. There is an amazing Exertion of the 


divine Power in the late Earthquake. Oh! 


how great is the divine Power ! This we 
have learnt from Scripture, this we have 
learnt ſrom the Rolls of Hiſtory, and this 
we daily learn from the Univerſe around us, 
that is full of the wonderful Power of God, 
in the Extent, Glories, and Harmony of the 
Creation. And 'may we not ſee the divine 
Power in the late dreadful Calamity, which, 
in a few Minutes, has buried, under the Heap 
of its own Ruins, a royal and magnificent 
City, and turned thoſe very Houſes, which 
were built 'for the Safety and Commerce, 
and, it may be, for the Luxury and Pride of 
their Inhabitants, into Sepulchres of Deſtruc- 
tion? It was a Thought which ſtruck my 
Mind, and poſſibly it might yours, upon hear- 
ing this awful Event, that, while the Nations 
of the Earth, the little Worms of our 

| A 2 Globe, 
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Globe, were full of Anger and Fury, and 


breathing out Threatnings and Slaughter 


againſt one another, the Almighty was de- 
termined to interpoſe in the Commotion, 
and, by ſhaking the Pillars of the World, 
ſhew the angry Nations that he could as 
eaſily ſweep us away from the Face of the 
Earth, with all our Pride and Power, as a 
little Caſt of Duſt will allay a contending 
Tumult of Bees or Waſps, or a cold Blaſt 
ſweep off and deſtroy an innumerable Swarm 
of Summer-inſefts. ' We talk, we- boaſt of 
Power, but behold the Power of the Deity ! 
* Partbquakes as well as Peſtilence go be- 
fore bim, and burning Coals go forth at 
hrs Feet. A City large and magnificent 


ſtands firm and ſtrong in all the Great- 
neſs of its Extent, and the Pride of its 


Grandeur in the Morning. The Inhabitants 
go to their ſeveral Employments; ſome to their 
hard Labour, their Trade, or their Compt- 
ing-houſes: ſome are at their Dreſſing- room, 
and putting on their Ornaments of Apparel: 
others are ſauntering and trifling, and know 
not how to deſtroy the Hours that lie be- 
tween them and the Delights of the Opera, 
the Ball, or the guilty Aſſignation. The 
Miſer is counting over his Stores of Gold; 
the ambitious Man is contriving how he may 


riſe higher in the Scale of Honour; the 


Stateſ- 
* Habakkuk iii. 5. 
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Stateſman's Breaſt is big with the Pilocy and 
Fate of Nations ; and the pale-eyed Student 
is poring over the philoſophic or hiſtorical 
Page. There's the gloomy Inquiſitor pre- 
paring for his infernal Work, and medita- 
ting what new Machines and Inſtruments 
of Torture he ſhail invent for obſtinate Here- 
ticks, The blindly Religious are telling their 
Beads, running over their Ave Mary's and 
Pater-Nofters, croſſing their Foreheads with 


holy Water, or kiſſing a ſenſeleſs Image, 


while the Prieſt is ſtanding in all his ſacred 
Pageantry, and pretending to turn the Wa- 
fers into a God, Others, and theſe not a 
few, are afleep in their Beds, and have but 
lately gone to Reſt from the laſt Night's De- 
bauch and Riot. On a ſudden the Almighty 
ſhakes the Earth. All is Amazement and 
Alarm, All their Schemes, Defigns, Em- 
ployments, and Slumbers are broken off, 
Every Heart meditates Terror, every Cheek 
turns pale, and their Knees ſmite one againſt 
another. Before they can recover from their 
Surpriſe, another Shock comes ! the Furni- 
ture, the Walls, the Roofs, the Founda- 
tions of the Houſes tremble, reel to and fro, 
break aſunder, and daſh one againſt another: 
and down deſcend in an Inſtant whole Ranges 
and Streets of Buildings, and bear along with 
them, in the immeaſurable Deſtruction, not 
only the Subſtance, the Treaſures of Gold 

8 and 
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and Silver they contained, but the Inha- 
bitants, Men, Women, and Children, that 
dwelt in them, all whoſe Shrieks, and Cries, 
and Groans are not ſo much as heard in the 
unſufferable Noiſe! Huſbands and their 
Wives, Parents and their dear Babes, Maſ- 
ters and Servants, high and low, rich and 
poor, ſink and periſh 1 in the ſame promiſcu- 
ous Ruin, Some few, with battered Limbs, 
ghaſtly Eyes, and the living Image of De- 
ſpair 1n their Countenances, emerge from the 
Wreck, but cannot tell where their Subſtance 
or Relations axe, or whither to fly for Safety, 
Tis as if there was a Diſſolution of Nature, 
or as if Heaven had at once cruſhed the City 
with the whole Weight of Omnipotence, 
and Hell had opened its Gulph from be- 
neath in devouring Flames! Fires, mingle 
with the vaſt Deſolatiop, and horribly il- 
luminate, and prevail upon the thick gloomy 
Clouds of Smoke-and Aſhes, and what the 
Earthquake has ſpared, this enraged and 
. boiſterous Element is commiſſioned to de- 
ſtroy; and he who ſends an Account of 
this dreadful Cataſtrophe dates his Letter 
from the Place «here L1sBON once flood ! Such 
are the Effects of the Almighty's Power, 
when he ariſes to ſhake terribly the Earth *. 
One Diſploſion of his Artillery, one Touch 
or. his Hand, in a 7 of Vengeance, can 

* pro» 

. + Ifa. 3 ll. 19. 
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produce all this Deſtruction. The Moun- iT 
tains quake at him, and the Hills melt, and #& 
the Earth is burnt at his Preſence ; yea, the = 
World, and all who dwell therein. Who can 
tand before his Indignation? And who can 
abide in the Fierceneſs of his Anger? His Fury 
7s poured out like Fire, aud the Rocks are 
thrown down by him. But with an over- 
running Flood he will make an utter End of 
the Place thereof, and Darkneſs ſhall purſue 
bis Enemies *, Haſt thou an Arm like God? 
or canſt thou thunder with a Voice like him . 
He looks on the Earth, and it trembles ; he 
touches the Hills, and they ſmoke TF. Who 
knows tbe Power of thine Auger? Even, ac- 
cording to thy Fear, ſo is thy Wrath ||. And, 
his Dominion is an everlaſting Dominion, and 
his Kingdom is from Generation to Generation: 
and all the Inhabitants of the Earth are re- 
puted as nothing; and he does according to his 
Will, in the Army of Heaven, and among the 
Inhabitants of the Earth: and none can ſtay 
hrs Hand, or ſay unto him, What doeſft thou? 8 
What Devaſtation and Miſery can the Al- 
mighty crowd into a few Moments, if he 
pleaſes ; and he, who ſo ſuddenly overthrew 
Sodom and Gomorrah, can as ſoon deſtroy 
Liſbon or Londen. With him nothing is im- 


o/ſable **, 
25 II. In 


* Nahum. i. 5 8. + Job xl. 9. f Pfal. civ. 32. 
j Pal. xc. 11. $ Dan. iv. 35. ** Matth. xix 25. 
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II. In the late Earthquake we may behold 
an awful Diſplay of the Divine Juſtice. I 
do not pretend to fay that the Inhabitants of 
Liſbon were greater Sinners than the Inhabi- 
tants of other Cities; or, that we may infer 
ſuperior Crimes from ſuperior Calamities. 
Our Lord has prevented us from drawing ſuch 
harſh Concluſions. There were preſent at that 
Seaſon ſome who told him of the Galileans, who? 
Blood Pilate bad mingled with their Sacrifices, 
and Jeſus, anſwering, ſaid unto them, Sup- 
Poſe ye that theſe Galtleans were Sinners, above 
all the Galileans, becauſe they - ſuffered ſuch 
Things? I tell you, nay : but, except ye repent, 
ye ſhall all li kemi ſe periſh. Or thoſe Erghteen, 
upon whom the Tower in Siloam fell, and flew 
them, think ye that they were Sinners above all 
Men that dwelt at Ferufalem ? I tell you, nay : 
but, except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe 
periſh +. But, though we ought not to con- 
clude againſt Perſons, that they are greater 
Sinners than others becauſe they are extraor- 
dinarily afflicted, yet we muſt trace Sorrows 


and Diſtreſſes to ſome Cauſe; and that Cauſe *, 


ſz | 


- + Luke ii. 1—5. 

That Second Cauſes are only the Inſtruments of the 
great God, or, that we ought to look thro? all the Opera- 
tionsof Nature to Him, as the Governor of the Univerſe, 
I endeavoured to make appear in the following Letter, 
printed in the General Evening Poft of April 19, 1750, 


ſoon after two Shocks of an Earthguate in London; and 


as ĩt ſuits my Purpoſe, I will give it a Place in the —_ 


\ 
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as all Cauſes are under the Controul, and 
are held in Dependance upon the Firſt Cauſe, 
or the great God himſelf, muſt be either 
the ſovereign and unſearchable Pleaſure 
of Deity, inflicting natural Evil without 
the Provocation of Guilt, or muſt be the 
juſt 
8 LX, 
T have been informed that the late Alarm of Earth- 


quake not only diffuſed its Terrors to Mank ind, but 
even to the Animals that were in our Streets and our 


Fields. But as we tranſcend: the Animals, as we are 
Creatures endowed with intellectual Powers, and ca- 
pable of Religion, ſo I would hope that we ſhall give 
Proof of our Reaſon and Religion, by looking beyond 
ſecond Cauſes to the great Gzodiof all, who loudly de- 
mands from us, in the late Shocks, our Veneration and 
Obedience.) nr 5 2:5 | 

Though the Author and Sovereign of Nature may, 
in this awful Event, have employed Second Cauſes: as 


the Inſtruments of his Diſpleaſure againſt a ſinful City, 


yet I beſeech the Inhabitants of it not to add this to all 


their other Iniquities, a Denial or Diſregard of an over- 


ruling Providence. 

Without doubt, the great God, when he denounced 
Peſtilence; Famine, War, and the like direful Calami- 
ties, to the Iſraelites, intended to accompliſh his Threat- 
nings by the Mediation of Second Cauſes; and yet, if 
we ſearch the Sacred Books, where the Divine Threat - 
nings are recorded, we ſhall find that ſuch tremendous 
Events were reſolved by the Prophets into the divine 
Agency or Permiſſion. 


We are taught from Scripture to conceive of God, as 


upholding all Things by the Mord of his Power; we are led 
to believe that F him, and to him, and through him, are 
all Things; that in him tue live, and move, and have our 
Beings; and that by himall Things cenſiſ; and ſurely ſuch 

B Repieſentatioris 
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juſt Reſentments of the Almighty againſt 
Offenders. If we ſay the firſt, let us 
conſider well What we ſay: we fay that 
God may afflict and torment innocem and 
obedient Creatures: and if he may do it once, 
may he not do it twice and thrice, _ 
| or. 


Repreſentations of the Deity direct us to conceive of him 
as 5 an immediate Energy ſuſtaining the World he has 
. and therefore we are not to ſuffer our Thoughts 
to ſtagnate, when any ſuch awful Events, as have lately 
alarmed our City, arite, in any inſtruments the great God 
may ufe, but through the Medium we are to regard and 
reverence the Almighty, and conſtant Governour of All. 

Methinks the Voice of Reaſon joins with the Decla- 
rations of Scripture. Reaſon tells us that God is the 
Creator of all 'V1ings, and conſequently that he furnithes 
his Creatures, whether animate or inanimate, with all 
their Qualities and Powers. Will not Reaſon farther 

approve, when we ſay that God, who has made, pre- 
ſerves all Things? For how can it be imagined that the 
continual Harmonies and Wonders of the Univerſe can 
be maintained without the perpetual Conſervation of 
thoſe Laws by which the vaſt Structure of Nature is go- 
verned? And where ſhall we find Wiſdom and Power 
fulficient for this great Work ſhort of that Being whoſe 
Wiſdom and Power producedthe amazing Syſtem ? 

. The Heathens, when they were vifited with any ſuch 
dreadful Events as have lately awakened our Terror, fled 
to their Gods for Refuge, as the Mariners in the Tempeſt 
recorded in Janab; and ſhall we be worſe than Pagans ? 
or, ſhall we relapſe into Epicureanifſm, and imagine a 
Deity who takes no Cogniſance of, and exerts no Pow- 
ersin'the World about us, and hereby at one fatal Blow 
cut off our Fear, Dependance, Hope, and Conſolation 
in that God, whoſe we are, and whom we ought to 
ſerve? Ss 

| * 'The 
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| | for ever? A Sentiment methinks that we 
ſhould not haſtily admit into our Creed, 

as it carries upon its Face ſuch an unkind 
Imputation upon Deity, as it diſſolves ſome 

of the moſt powerful and eſſential Obliga- 

tions to Holineſs, and opens a Scene of in- 
conceivable 


The Excluſion of the Deity from ſuch alarming 

4 Events as have lately ſhocked us will afford but little Com- 
| fort, if the Ground ſhould open under our Feet, and 
threaten to ſwallow us up: And what greater Lenitive 

will the Perſon who believes an Earthquake to be a mere 

Chance, find above the Perſon who believes that it is 

| God that cleaves the Earth aſunder, to anfwer ſome Pur- 
poſe or another perfeclly wiſe, and worthy of his ſupreme 
Adminiftration? Nay, Will not a Confidence in the 
Deity as the Governour of all Things, and a well- 
grounded Hope in his infinite Mercy, ſupport and cheriſh 
the Mind in the Proſpect of ſuch a Danger, and in the 
very Seaſon of its Attack? He that ſhuts out God from 
our World, does juſt as much Service as he, who, was 


& it in his Power, ſhould pluck the Sun from his Sphere, 
5 or extinguiſh his univerſal Light and benignant Influ- 
ENCES. 


Let the Inhabitants therefore of London know, 
that, if there is an Evil in the City, the great God has 
done it, and with one Heart and Soul revere his Juſtice, 
tremble at his Power, forfake their Iniquities, and turn 
to God with ſincere Repentance, and a Faith in the Me- 
rits and Mediation of his Son Jeſus Chrift, left,” for a 
Neglect of the Beginning of the Divine Judgments, 
and our Sorrows, God ſhould be provoked by another 
mofe dreadful Shock to bury us in the Ruins of our own 
Houſes, or ſend us alive into the Pit of Deſtruction. 
Such a Regard and Improvement of the Divine Judg- 
ments, is the ſincere Wiſh of | | 

, Yours, 


Ba, | fon 
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conceirable Terror and Miſery among the 


intelligent and rational Creation. Nor is it 
enough to ſay, © That theſe difmal Events 
te happen with a Deſign for our Diſcipline 
te and future Good; for what Advantage 
are the Thouſands at Lisbon that have been 
cruſhed to Death, likely to receive from this 
terrible Calamity ? The better Way methinks, 
that we ought to take in accounting for theſe 
direful Events, is to reſolve them into the 
Divine Juſtice, or to grant that they are the 
Effects of the Divine Reſentment againſt 
Sin ; and that though God, when he 1s 
pleaſed to puniſh, may chooſe out whom he 
will in a guilty World as the Examples of 
Puniſhment, as a King out of a Number of 
equal Malefactors may execute ſome and 
ſpare others, yet that he never afflicts any 
of his Creatures without Sin, as the pro- 
curing Cauſe. Such a Sentiment as this, 
methinks, well agrees with the Belief 
of a God as a Governor of the World, 
well agrees with the univerſal Guilt of Man- 
kind, and above all, correſponds with 
the Scripture Revelation. In the Scrip- 
tures we learn that God is righteous in all 
his Ways, and holy in all his Works.* He 


doth not 477 willngly, nor grieve the Chil- 


dren of. Men, to cruſh under his Feet all the 
Priſoners of the Earth, to turn afide the Right 
"2 0 


of 


* Pal. cxlv. 17. 
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MW 
of a Man before the Face of the Msft High, 


to ſubvert a Man in his Cauſe the Lord ap- 


oves not. + Wars, Peſtilences, Famines, 
Fire, and Earthquake are threatned as Pu- 
niſhments for Sin, particularly where God 


declares, Thou ſhalt be viſited of the Lord of 


Hoſts with Thunder, and with Earthquake, 
and great Noiſe, with Storm and Tempeſt, 
and the Flame of devouring Fire. And the 
Apoſtle Paul aſcribes Death to Sin as its 
Cauſe ; and, if Death is the Offspring of Sin, 
mult we not of Courſe reſolve all his ſur- 


rounding Terrors, ſuch as Sickneſs, Pain, 


and various Sorrow to the ſame Parent? 
Wherefore as by one Man Sin entered into the 
World, and Death by Sin; and ſo Death 
paſſed upon all Men for that all have Sinned F. 


I will only add in Proof of this Point, that 
if our Afflictions and Diſtreſſes are not to be 


conſidered as the Judgments of God upon us 
for our Sins, theſe two Conſequences ſeem 
to me neceſſarily to follow; the firſt, that 
we ſhould be deprived of a cogent and pow- 


erful Argument for our Repentance and Re- 


turn to God, for we ſhould never look upon 
our Sorrows as the Effects of Sin, and fo 
ſhould not be excited to Contrition and Hu- 
miliation before God upon its Account, or, in 
the Language of the Prophet, Our own Wick- 
edneſs would not correct us, nor our own Back- 

Aiding: 

+ Lam. iii. 33. 36. 5 IC, xxix. 6. 4 Rom. v. 12. 
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flidings reprove us; nor ſhould we know by 
aur Aflictians, that it is an evil Thing and 


bitter that we have forſaken the Lord, and 
that his Fear is not in us. The other miſ- 
chievous Conſequence reſulting from ſuch a 


Sentiment as that Sin is not the Cauſe of Af- 
fliction, would be, that it would be impoſſible 


ſpring from Sin as the Original, how can we in 
this World, where we learn God by his Ope- 
rations and Effects, and not by a Sight or Con- 


verſe with himſel f, ever be aſſured that we are 
punithed for our Iniquities? And thus we ſhall 


be led intothis ſtrange Notion, Thatitisuncer- 


tain whether God treats usatall inthis World as 


moral Agents,by the Beſtowal of Blefling on one 
Side, and by the Execution of his Anger on tke 
other. Upon the whole then, we conclude that 
there is an awful Diſplay of the Divine Juſtice 
in the late Earthquake at Liſbon; and, though 
we don't affirm, being guarded by our Lord 
from ſuch raſh Cenſure, that the Inhabitants 
of that City were greater Sinners than all 
Mankind beſide; yet, this we maintain, (con- 
fiſtent with what our Lord ſuppoſes that the 
Galileans were Sinners, though not the 
greateſt Sinners) that Sin was the procuring 
Cauſe of this tremendous, Cataſtrophe, and 
that it is to be accounted a judgment, and 3 
e terrible 
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ſor us to know that there can be a Judgment 
of God upon us; for, if our Calamities do not 
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terrible Judgment too, from the Righteous 
Governor of the World. The demoliſhed 
Houſes, the deſtroyed Inhabitants, and the 
diſmal Wreck of that once great and popu- 
lous City, diſplay the Divine Juſtice, and 
God has written Vengeance in deep and inde- 
lible Characters upon its Ruins. And I can- 
not but obſerve, though I would not affirm 
that Lisbon was greater in Crime than all 
other Cities, and particularly than London, 
whoſe diſtinguiſhing Privileges and Advan- 
tages muſt inconceivably aggravate its Guilt, 
that if any Judgment in the Almighty's 
Quiver ſeems to be choſen out as an ex- 
traordinary - Puniſhment for extraordinary 
Sin, I ſhould be apt to conclude it was ſuch 
an Earthquake as that which has lately hap- 
pened. It is what is in its own Nature, from 
its ſwift and uncontroulable Deſolation, in- 
expreſſibly dreadful, and it is nearly a-kin 
to the Overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrha, 
which Event we are aſſured was the Effect of 
the fierceſt Indignation of the Almighty, and 
inflicted as a Puniſhment of enormous Guilt. 
And, if the Opinion I have formed con- 
cerning Lisbon be right, it was a City of 
great and crying Abominations, and particu- 
larly, there reigned the groſſeſt and moſt 
inhuman Popery; and there the Inqui/itron, 
the Emblem and the Rival of Hell, though 
now perhaps tumbled into the general Ruin, 
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once ſtood. - Oh! what Torture and Cru- 
elty have been there practiſed, and : theſe 
too, it may be, ſometimes upon the choiceſt 
Servants of God and Chriſt. This Earth- 
quake, O thou Seat of Horror and infernal 
Miſery, has ſhaken thy Walls, and made 
thine Inquiſitors themſelves, who. were once 
ſo unconcerned at the Tears of others, and 
ſo deaf to their importunate Entreaties, and 
piercing Cries, exceedingly fear and quake; 
and, it may be, ſhriek and howl too for 
Help in vain. It may be, their Place of Bar- 
barity is now become their Sepulchre. Tor- 
mentors and Tormented, once ſo mutually 
deteſtable, are now perhaps blended together 
in one common Deſtruction. If ſo, may 
none ever, O thou Curſe, and Plague, and 
Reproach of the World, rebuild thy Walls, 
forge again thy Racks and Chains, fink again 
thy ſubterranean Dungeons, or renew thine 
excruciating and exquiſite Torments! 
HI. This Earthquake, methinks, ſounds a 
loud Alarm to the Inhabitants of our Land, 
and this City in particular. Don't let us be 
vain and preſumptuous, and think that our 
Mountain ſtands ſtrong, and that we ſhall 
never be moved. What has befalen others 
| may befal us. If Lisbon has had the full 
and unabated Stroke of Vengeance, yet our 
Coafts have had the lighter, but yet very aw ful 
Notices of this tremendous Viſitation. And 
" beſides, 
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beſides, not many Years ſince, we had two 
Alarms of Earthquake, and all this vaſt City, 
through all its large Extent of Buildings, 
trembled at the Almighty's Touch; and had 
he put forth but a little more of his Might, 
(and who could have reſtrained him if 
he had ſo pleaſed?) the Earth under our 
Feet had rent aſunder, and buried our 
Streets and People in one general Grave. As 
to Sin, if that brings down Judgment, as 
has been ſhown, what a large Fe wel is there 
of this Kind, upon which the Fire of the 
Divine Indignation may kindle? Perhaps, 
guilty and vile as Lisbon might be, yet Lon- 


. don, conſidering what Religion; and what 


-Liberties we enjoy, is not a Whit behind, 
nay, beyond her Siſter Lisbon in Wicked- 
neſs and Provocation. What Infidelity, even 


almoſt, if not quite, to Atheiſm! What Ne- 


glect, and Contempt of the Word of God, 
his Ordinances, and Miniſters! What Sab- 
bath-breaking, Drunkenneſs, Bribery, Per- 
-jury, Swearing, Lying, Stealing, Murders, 
Blaſphemies, Oppreſſions, Extortion, Laſ- 
.civiouſneſs, Adultery, and might I not add, 
- unnatural Impurities, are practiſed among 
us, and theſe, in ſeveral Particulars, not ſel- 
dom but frequent. As to the Love of Plea- 
fures, our . Operas, Theatres, Maſquerades, 
Raute, and Revels, thefe abundantly proclaim 
it: and how truly may it be ſaid of us, hat 

C : We 
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we are Lovers of Pleaſures more than Lovers 
of God *. We have had one Judgment after 
14 another ; expenſive and unſucceſsful War, 
Il} formidable Rebellionin our own Bowels, long 
— 14 and grievous Deſolation among our Cattle, 
and now the Sword ſeems to have received 
a ſecond Commiſſion to devour, but we a 
pear to be the ſame thoughtleſs, ſtupid, and 
ſenſual Creatures, and if we are alarmed for 
a Moment by ſome Judgment or another, 
like an Hurricane ruſhing over ſome ſtag- 
nant filthy Lake, yet we ſoon recover from 
our Fears, and ſlumber in the ſame dead 
Eaſe and Tranquillity over our Dregs of Pol- 
lution again, Nay, perhaps, we have learnt 
the Method of arming ourſelves againſt the 
'| Divine Judgments, and aſcribing them to 
14 Fortune, Chance, or ſecond Cauſes, or any 
3 Thing rather than the Will and Power of 
the Deity. Have we not been preſumptu- 
ous and ſelf-confident? Have we not truſted 
in an Arm of Fleſh? And, though God has 
writ Humiliation upon our Pride, and cruſh- 
ed our towering Expectations, yet ſtill, I am 
afraid, we have not returned to him. We 
have Liberty, Privileges, and Helps for ſa- 
cred Knowledge and Improvement beyond 
the common Lot of the Nations around us, 
and have had great and ſignal Deliverances 
wrought out for us, and yet ſtill we ſeem to 
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be the ſame impenitent and incorrigible 
People. Were we to caſt an Eye over the 
Churches of Chriſt, and take an accurate Sur- 
vey of their State, what Declenſions and De- - 
cays ſhould we find here! How little Zeal | 
for God, and how little Regard to the Pu- | 
rity of his Truth, and the Beauty of his Ho- 
lineſs remain among us? Iniquity abounds, 
and the Love of many waxes cold *, Wiſe and 
fooliſh Virgins ſlumber and fleeþ together . 
How little of the Work of Converſion can 
we obſerve? Who hath believed cur Report, 
and to whom is the Arm of the Lord revealed E? 
And how criminally neglectful are they who 
Hear the Word of its awful Nature, and ne- 
ceſſary Application and Improvement! How 
little have we of Family-Prayer, Inſtruction, 
and good Education of Children, and: Ser- 
vants? And upon how few Houſes in this 
great City may this Motto be inſcribed, 
The true Fear, ſerious and regular Mor- 
ip of God are in this Place? Oh! what 
Sins are to be found with us, even with us, 
againſt the Lord our God! How little Salt f 
is there left, and how ſadly is its Savour loſt, 
and its Worth diminiſhed! Though, bleſſed 
be God, there are, I truſt, a few Names 
even in London, who have not. defiled their 


Garments, and whoſe Hearts and Houſes are J 
4 the 1 


Matth. xxiv. 9. + Matth. xxv. 5. 7 Ia. liii. 1. 
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the Temples of the living God ! The Lord 
make his People an hundred Times more 
than they are! But ſtill, who is there who 
duly confiders theſe Things, the dreadful 
Judgment that has befalen Liſbon, and the 
F;rtle, little true Piety and Holineſs to be found 
in London, but what may juſtly take the 
Alarm, and fear what has happened to that 
lately eminent City ſhould happen to us? 
That God who beheld and weighed L1ſbor's 
Guilt, before he. weighed a Path for his An- 
ger, beholds and ponders the Guilt of Lon- 
Aan. How ſoon may God overturn our City 
from its Foundations, and bury us in its 
Ruins! And what Reaſon have we to appre- 
hend the Judgment of Earthquake, or ſome 
other depopulating Vengeance, if we conſi- 
der the Nature, Number, Aggravations, and 
Extent of our Iniquities? I pretend not to 
propheſy, nor pry into the Secrets of Heaven, 
but, according to the Light of Nature, and 
2 the Directions of Scripture, what can we ex- 
pect but ſome fignal Judgment, if we will 
mill remain hardened in Impenitence, and 
bent upon our Iniquities? 
IV. The Voice of the late Judgment 
teaches us the Inſtability and Vanity of a 
Portion here. We fee from this late Event, 
that the Earth, which we look upon as o 
permanent and ſolid, is no ſecure and ſtable 
Baſis for our Poſſeſſions. It can withdraw 


itſelf, 


» 


1 

itſelf, at the Command of God, from our 
moſt ſtately Buildings, and richeſt Treaſure, 
and ſwallow both us and them down toge- 
ther in one promiſcuous Ruin. Oh! how 
much Reaſon is there for that Precept of our 
Lord's, Lay not up for yourſelves Treaſures 
upon Earth *. The Earth may deceive you, 
it may demand 'the Treaſures it gave, and 
bury in its Bowels what once was dug with 
infinite Labour out of its Mines. Go to 
Lisbon, or only frame to yourſelves an Idea 
of what that City once was, and what it now 
is, and learn from thence not to truſt in un- 
certain Riches. Lisbon, what Stores did it 
receive from the Indies, and how grandly did 
it ſhine in the ſuperb Treaſures: and Orna- 
ments of Silver and Gold! But they were bu- 
ried in an Inſtant, and the Earth with ber 
Bars has incloſed them, it may be for ever++. 
How many, it may be, that very Morning 


. before this Calamity came, were. boaſting 


themſelves of their Wealth, and were ready 
to ſay to their Souls, Ve have Goods laid up 
for many Years ; let us eat, drink, and be mer- 
ryX. But what Alteration did a few Mi- 
nutes make in their Circumſtances, when 
they were flying from the overwhelming 


Vengeance, naked, and ſtript of all their 


Poſſeſſions, without Money, without Houſes, 
| and 


Matth. vi. 19. + Jonah ii. 6. f Luke xii. 19. 


22 
and without the neceſſary Proviſions for their 
Hunger and Thirſt; and this too, if I am 
rightly informed, was the Caſe of the King 
himſelf. He that builds upon this Earth, 
builds upon the Sand, and it is but for the 
Flood of the Divine Anger to come, and his 
Building, and his Foundations upon which 
he truſted, are at once ſwept away. How 
foolith are they who truſt their All to Inſta- 
bility-and Vanity! Let Permanency, Per- 
petuity, and Eternity be the choſen Attri- 
butes of our Portion; a God that changeth 
not; a Saviour the ſame Yeſterday, to Day, and 
for ever: a City that has Foundations, whoſe 
Bui lder and Maker is God * : an Inheritance 
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away +: a far more exceeding great and 
eternal Weight of Glory t: and @ Kingdom 
<obich cannot be moved. If our Poſſeſſions 
here are preferved from the eating Corrup- 
tions of the Ruſt and Moth, from the Plun- 
der of the Thief, from the Deſtruction of 
Fires, and the like more common Calami- 
ties, yet by this Inſtance we ſee that even 
the Earth itſelf is an inſufficient Protection, 
and that one Hour can ſnatch away all our 
Poſſeſſions, and ſtretch out upon them the Line 
of Conf - 7s and the Stones of Emptineſi ||. 


5 V. May 
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V. May we not hear in-the Speech of the 
Almighty, in the late Judgment, a Confir- 
mation of Scripture-Prophecy ? Our Lord 
tells us, in the Chapter in which he ſpeaks 
of his ſecond Coming, and anſwers the Dif- 
ciples Enquiry about the Signs of his Com- 
ing, and the End of the World, that we 


ſhould hear of Wars and Rumours of Wars ; 


and that Nations fbould riſe againſt Nation, 
and Kingdom againſt Kingdom ; and that there 


ſhould be Famine, and Peſtilence, and Earth- 


quakes in divers Places *. And again he ac- 
quaints us, there ſhall be Signs in the Sun and 
in the Moon, and in the Stars, and upon the 
Earth Dijireſs of Nations 201th Perplexity, the 
Sea, and the: Waves roaring © (a Prophecy 
which one would be apt to think has been 
litterally fulfilled in the late ſurpriſing and 
tremendous Commotion of the Waters) Mens 
Hearts failing them for Fear, and for looking 
after thoſe Things which are coming on the 
Earth; for the Powers of Heaven ſhall be 
ſhaken +. As to the laſt Pallage, it ſeems 
evidently defigned as a Prophecy of the Signs 
forerunning the Day of Judgment, fince it 
immediately follows, and then ſhall they jee 
the Son of Man coming in a Cloud with Power 
and great Glory. As to the former Paſſage, 

I know 


Matth. xxiv. 6, 7. + Luke xxi. 25, 26. 
Luke xxi. 27, . 
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I know it may be objected, that it only re- 
ſpeQs the Signs of the Deſtruction of Feru- 
ſalem, and not what was to happen after that 
dreadful Event in the future Ages of the 
World. But, 'whoever conſiders the Appli- 
cation of Prophecy, together with . what our 
Lord ſays in evident Connection with this 
Paſſage, That the (Goſpel of the Kingdom 
ſhould be preached in the World, and then the 
End ſhould come; that is (as we may ex- 
pound the Place A Anſwer to the Diſciples _ 
Queſtion, about the .End of the World) the 
End or Diſſolution of Nature, may be in- 
duced to carry. this Prediction of our Lord's 
relating to Wars, Famines, Peſtilencies, and 
Earthquakes beyond the Deſtruction of Je- 
ruſalem, into the after Succeſſions of Time; 
and accordingly, a ſagacious Expoſitor * thus 
underſtands and interprets the Paſſage. Let 
us learn then from theſe terrible Events, 
to inereaſe our ſacred Regards to Scripture, 
not only as our Refuge and Sanctuary in the 
Day of Evil, but alſo, as theſe very Judg- 
ments, dark and dreadful as they may be in 
themſelves, ſpread a glorious Evidence upon 
facred Writ, and, among a Crowd of accom- 
pliſhed Prophecies, add their Weight and 
Luſtre to confirm us in the Belief of our 
Bibles ; ſo that, from theſe tremendous Con- 


vulſions in Nature, our Faith in God, and 
- his 


be Vid. Guyſe's Paraphraſe on Matth. xxiv. 6, 7. 


n. | 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt ſhall grow more eſta2 
bliſhed, and we ſhall, by à due Attention to 
them in the Light of Revelation, obtain a 


| i growing Aſſurance that we have not followed 


cunningly deviſed Fables, but have built our 
Faith upon a ſure, and, by theſe Events 
manifeſted to be, à more ſure Word of Pro- 
pbecy *. Thus ſhall our ſpiritual Benefit 
ariſe from theſe dreadful Deſolations, and 
theſe Earthquakes, that ſhake the' World; 
ſhall ſtrengthen the Foundations upon which 
our immortal Hopes are built. And to this 
Purpoſe let me at leaſt allude to that ſacred 
Paſſage, that tells us, Whoſe Voice then ſhook 
the Earth ; but nom he hath"promiſed,” ſayings; 
yet once more F ſhake, not the Earth-only, but 
alſo Heaven,” And this Word, yet once more, 
ſignifies the remming of thoſe Things that *are 
Hhaken,"as of things that are made, that thoſe 
Things which cannot be ſhaken, may remain . 
VI. And, laftly, In the late Earthquak 
we have a Kind of Premonition and awfy 
Repreſentation of the End of the 'Worldi 
The Convulſion of the Earth, the devout- 
ing Conflagration, and the Tetrors and Ovet-. 
throw of ſuch a ſplendid and opulent City a8 
Liſbon, methinks, may be conſidered as 
Kind of Premonition of the Diſſolution of. 
Nature. That God who ſo ſoon tore up a 
3 e 4 3. 
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lf. And with how much Eaſe and Ra- 
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1 
- City "IR its. Foundations, and ſhook the 


Nations around, can, by the ſame Omni- 


. potence, break up this vaſt material Frame. 


He who expunged one of the brighteſt 
Spots, and leveled one of the. biggeſt Emi- 
pencies upon this Globe, can, whenever he 
* the Globe itſelf. We behold 

AF bee awful Earneſt of the Power 
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ty in taking down the Scaf- 
of _ in this Devaſtation, and it 
making it uniyerſal, and the Heavens 
1 a great Noiſe, and the 


nts 


and the Works that are 7 Saif 
in hall be burnt up . Before this great and 
terrible Day of the Fed comes, we have the 
es and Heralds of it, and God has 
{ent forth his Meſſengers of Vengeance to 
oniſh us that he will ere long riſe in the 
tneſs of his Power; and not only deſtroy 
Cities or Kingdoms, but even the World it- 


pidity che Almighty will accomplich this tre- 
mendous Work, we may learn from his own 
Word, And J 2 4 great white Throne, and 
him who ſat an it, from whoſe Face the Earth 
fr the . fd away, and there was 
nd no Place oh —_ +: Tye . 

| at 


- » 2 Pet. lil. 10. 


+ . XX. 11. Set Homer's Sublime, adorned with | 


all the my of = —_ heightened with all the 
Loftineſs 


melt nh fervent Heat, and 


| . 

Fiat at once created, and the Almighty's 
Look at once diſſolves the Heaven and the 
Earth. And, as we may conſider this dreads 
ful Cataſtrophe as a Kind of Premonition, 
ſo may we not alſo regard it as an awful Re- 

eſentation of the End of the World : Be- 
hold a. City great and magnificent, thaken 
from its Foundations, and tumbled into Ruins! 
What the Earthquake ſpares, the Fire has a 
Commiſlion to deſtroy, and the Havoc be- 
gun by one Judgment is compleated by the 
Devaſtation of the other. What a ftriking 
Emblem is here of the final Deſtruction of all 
Things at the laſt Day, when the whole 


World ſhall be conſumed by Fire, and there 


ſhall be the moſt terrible Convulſion, and to- 
tal Wreck of Nature? The Sun ſtail be dark- 


ened, and the Moon ſhall not give ler Laght, 
and 


D 2 


Loftineſs of grand and raviſhing Numbers, and place 
St. abus Deſcription of the Appearance of the Judge 
of the World near to it, only expreſſed in a few plain 
and common Words, and adorned with its own native 
Simplicity ; and all the Brightneſs of the Poet will va- 
niſh, and be quite abſorpt by the dazzling and rapturous 


Glory of the Apoſtle. What is bending of ſable Brotus, 


Jhaking of ambroſial Curls, and Olympus trembling ta tha 
Centre, to the Heaven and the Earth flying away before 
the Face of the Sen of Gd? I ſay no more; to enlarge 
upon, and pretend to illuſtrate this_Paſfage would be 
Preſumption, as well as loft Labour. "Ov dro mgorwre 
iDuyrv 1 1 5 o Spaver, is ſo plain, that it does not 
need, fo majeſliel and grand that it diſdains Commen- 
tary and Paraphraſe. ö 

. - Blackvalfs Sacred Claſſicks, Vol. Lp. 251, 252: 
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a te Suns ſhall fall from Heaven, and tbe 
 Natoers of the Heavens:fhall be ſbaken*, By 

the Force of one Element breaking looſe, 
and prevailing over the reſt, all the wide 
Scenes and Glories of Nature, and all the 
proud Wonders of Art ſhall vaniſh and ex- 
pire in Smoke and Aſhes. Towers and 
Temples, Pyramids and Palaces, Towns and 
Cities, Hills, Rocks, and Mountains, Lands 
and Seas ſhall all Gol in one Maſs of Fire, 
be daſlied out of Exiſtence, and known 
na more for ever. Let the View of this Fu- 
neral of one City by Earthquake and Fire +, 
lead our Thoughts td the Funeral of the 
World, by the like. Miviſters of divine Ven- 
- }L0v60D 2 
Having gathered the pad Uiſcs of this 
dreadful and deplorable Calamity, \. and en- 
deavoured to derive divine Light and Im- 
provement from this Scene of natural Dark- 
neſs and Evil, Lſhall conclude with two Ob- 
ſervations, and an 1 Addreſs to two Sorts of 
Perſons. 

Obſervation I. As to all Events that befal 

us; let us be ſolicitous to learn, and derive 


Wo from them the Inſtructions of Heaven, and 


ADL 


ago 1 | ſome 
4 * Matth. xXiv. 29. 

| we” The Earthquake, in five Minutes, deſtroyed the 
Palace, Churches, and moſt of the ſtately Buildings; 

and the Flames were ſtill deſtroying the Remains of the 

City, from one E. * to the other, when the Cou- 

trier came aw y. London Gaz, November 29. 
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fome real Benefit to our better and immor- 
tal Intereſts. | Whatever Providenees befal 
us, Whether private or perſonal, or national 
and public, let us not merely. fee/ them, a 
Senſation common with Brutes themſelves, 
but let us endeavour, as reaſonable and intel- 
ligent Creatures, and more eſpecially as Chriſ- 
tians, to improue them, and examine what 
is the Intention of Providence in the Light of 
Conſcience and Scripture. Let us hear the 
Divine Voice in the Diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence, and trace out the ſecret,” ſacred, and 
uſeful Leſſons contained in them, that they 
may not be as Waters, ſpilt upon the Ground, 
that cannot be gathered up again. If Pro- 
vidence ſmiles upon us, let us own the Fa- 
vour as coming from a good and gracious 
God; let it enliven our Gratitude and Praiſe, 
and invigorate our moſt cordial and dutiful 
Obedienoe: or, if Providence frowns upon 
us, and Darkneſs and Diſtreſs ſurround us, 
let us ſay with pious Job, Shew me where- 
fore thou contendeſt with me t. And let us 
be ſolicitous that not one Cloud of Afffiction 
may paſs over us, whether it be the Cloud 
that darkens whole Nations, or only our 
particular Tents, without ſhedding down a 
ſpiritual Bleſſing upon our Souls. We ſhould 
walk with God in Ordinances, and walk 
with him in Providences; and pray, and 
- ſtrive, 
874 2 Sam. xiv. 14. + Joh x. 2. 


ſtrive, in a Dependance upon Divine Grace, 
that by every Stroke of the Divine Hand, and 
by every Stream of the Divine Goodneſs, 
we-may * brought nearer to our God: And 
particularly in the late dreadful Calamity, let 
us adore the Divine Power, and revere the 
Divine Juſtice manifeſted in it; let us hear 
the Alarm fo awfully ſounded: to a careleſs 
and guilty World; let us learn the Inſtabili 
of terreſtrial Enjoyments, and the gener ora 
Frailty that overſpreads all human Things; 
let our Faith, from theſe Heralds of our 
Lord's ſecond Coming, grow more confirmed 
in the Belief of Seripture, and let us erect 
our Minds from theſe partial Ruins of our 
Globe, and realize and contemplate a future 
Judgment, and a diſſolving World. Thus 
ſhalt wholeſome Fruits ſpring from theſe 
Roots of Bitterneſs, and divine Bleftings blof- 
ſom from temporal Evils: and, while other 
_ carnal ſenſual Minds ſtagnate in ſecond Cauſes, 
or ſink into inconſolable Darkneſs and Deſ- 
pair; for Want of a God to fly to, and on 
whom to repoſe, even Earthquakes ſhall 
kindly diſſolve our Attachment to Creatures, 
and Conflagrations lend us Winds to aſcend 
to our God, our Saviour, and our heavenly 
and eternal Home. 

Obſervation. Should we not, from the 
dep lorable Diſtreſs of the ſurviving Inhabi- 
tants of Liſbon, be excited to a tender Sym- 
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pathy, and earneſt and importunate Inter- 
ceſſions for them? Surely they are Objects 
of our Pity, as they are our F ellow-Crea- 
tures in the deepeſt Affliction I And if they 
are immerſed in Popiſb Superſtition, if their 
Minds have been inflamed with Pop: Cru- 
elty, and if ſome of them have liberally 
ſhed their Curſes upon us, yet {till let us not 
deny them our Compaſſions, or be unwilling 
to exemplify the amiable and forgiving Ge- 


nius of the Goſpel, by anſwering their bitter 


Imprecations with our moſt benevolent and 
cordial Prayers for the beſt of Bleſſings upon 
them, Let us beg of God to inlighten their 
Minds, to give them Repentance unto Life, 
and let in the Goſpel in its cleareſt Purity, 
and moſt victorious Power among them. 
Let us beſeech the Father of Mercies that 
he would be pleaſed to ſanctify the temporal 
Loſſes of het. Sufferers, and abundantly to 
compenſate them with ſpiritual Bleſſings; 
and that they, having ſeen the Emptineſs 
and Vanity of Treaſures on Earth, and hay- 
ing choſen the Almighty for their Portion, 


and their All, might be enabled to repair the 


Breaches Providence has made among them, 
and raiſe their City from its Ruins, whoſe 
Religion and Laws, and whoſe Wealth and 
Merchandize might be a Glory among the. 
Nations, and become Holrneſs to the * A 
n 
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And: here I cannot but congratulate my 
Country upon the ſeaſonable and tender Be- 
nevolence which the beft of Kings, I need 
not ſay that I mean King GrzokGct, the Fa- 
ther of his Country, and indeed of Man- 
kind, has ſhewn towards theſe unhappy Suf- 
ferers, in exciting his Parliament t ſend an 
ample and effectual Relief to their deplo- 
rable Neceſſities. An Act that ſheds more 
Glories upon him than the Crown he wears, 
and that will conyey his Name dow through 
the preſent and future Ages, with an Ho- 

nour that, as but few Kings have deſerved, 
ſo but few can expect to inherit. Let this 
Inſtance of Royal Generoſity filence every 


malignant Tongue, if any ſuch can poſſibly 
be found among us; let it ſhew Princes what 


they ought to be; let it melt down Popiſb 


Rancour and Malice, and be diffuſively 


ſpread over Europe to ſcatter every Suſpicion 


or Surmiſe, that may be raiſed and propa- 


gated by French Artifice and Falſhood, that 


our King wants Tenderneſs for the Lives 


and Felicities of Mankind, and that he is the 
Author of the War that has been kindled in 


America, and now ſeems to 2 ſpteading it 


Flames into Europe. 
Having given you the Obſervations x 


thought proper to make, T ſhall add to them 
an Addreſs to two Sorts of Perſons 
. I, = 
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I. Let me addreſs myſelf to Sinners. 
And learn from hence the Neceſſity of a bet- 
ter Treaſure than what the World can af- 
ford, and an immediate Preparation for Death 
and Eternity. You evidently ſee that the 
Root of human Grandeur goes up as Rotten- 
neſs, and its. Bloſſom as the Duſt; that a 
Portion upon Earth is a very precarious In- 
heritance, which may ſoon be taken from 
ou; that you yourſelves may be deſtroyed 


by ſome ſudden Vengeance of the Almighty; 


and that your Houſes, where you now find 
your Retreat and Reſt, and enjoy, 1t may 
be, the Delights and Elegancies of Life, 
may by one Convulſion of the Earth be 


made the Sepulchres of Deſtruction. And 


what is the Inference reſulting from theſe 
Conſiderations, but that you ſhould ſeek 
after more durable Poſſeſſions than what the 
World can give, and that you ſhould ever 


hold yourſelves in a Readineſs to meet the 


Arreſt of Death, and your Diſmiſſion into 
the Eternal State? Behold now is the accepted 
Time, and behold now is the Day of Satva- 
tion*, To Day if you soill hear lus Voice, 
harden nat your Hearts F. You have often 
heard the Speech of God in his Ordinances, 
and now you hear his Speech to you in his 
Providences. Let them not all be in vain, 


but let the Invitations of the firſt conſpire 
"ay E with 
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with the Terrors of the laſt, and effectually 
revail upon you to fly Fro Sin and the 
World to Holineſs and en. The Door 
of Mercy is ſet open before you, and you 
are earneſtly deſired to enter by it, and find 
Reſt and Salvation for your Souls. Gad 7s 
beſeeching you to be reconciled to himſelf *. 
Amazing Condeſcention 'and Grace! As if 
- the Advantage of the Peace would be the 
Almighty's, and not yours ; or as if you was 
the great Superior, and he the Inferior in 
this awful Controverſy ; whereas he 200 be- 
ſeeches, is poſſeſſed of boundleſs Perfection, 
and you who are  beſaught, are but Worms 
at his Footſtool, and might in a Moment be 
caſt into Hell, without any Diminution to 
his Greatneſs, or the leaſt Abatement to his 
eſſential and immutable Felicity. If you 
will but now repent, and turn to God, and 
believe upon, and accept his Son Jeſus Chriſt 
as your Saviour, there is no Reaſon for De- 
pair, no, nor for the leaſt doubtful Miſ- 
giving or Suſpicion of the Divine Mercy. 
God will cover over all your Sins in ever- 
laſting Oblivion, though numerous in Mul- 
titude as the Sands on the Sea-ſhore, and 
though 'vaſt in Aggravations as the great 
Mountains. He will receive you graciouſly, 
and love you freely ; and his Favour here 
{hall be crowned with the bliſsful Enjoyment 
of 
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of himſelf for ever. O, that as the Earth- 
quake at our Lord's Death rent the Rocks 
aſunder, ſo the Renewal of the ſame Ter- 
ror in our World may be followed with a 
like, but an happier. Effect, the breaking the 
ſtill harder Rock in your Hearts! Don't trifle, 
don't delay when your Breath is in your No- 
ſtrils, when your immortal Spirits have no- 
thing but that Wall of brittle Clay to keep 
off devouring Fires and everlaſting Burnings, 
and when the very Earth on which you 
ſtand, - may, in an Inſtant, cleave aſunder, 
cruſh your Bodies in its devouring Jaws, and 
diſmiſs your guilty Souls. to the Gulph of 
Hell. Nature ſeems to be in a general Com- 
motion around us; Wars, Conflagrations, and 
Earthquakes are marched out in Conjunction 
againſt a guilty World. And ſhall Man, for 
whom the Storm 1s raiſed, and againſt whom 
it rages, be the only ſtupid, inſenſible Crea- 
ture, and be rocked to Reſt by thoſe very 
Terrors which are ſent to awake him ? What 
meaneſt thou, O Sleeper ? Ariſe, call upon God, 
if fo be that God will think upon us, that we 
peri not *, Behold, he ſtands at the Door 
and knocks ; open to him; or, if thou findeſt 
an hard, impenitent, and unbelieving Heart 
obſtructing his Admiſſion, pray to him who 
knocks, that he would ſoften, ſanctify, and 

E 2 {ubdue 
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ſubdue it, and enable thee, without Delay, 
and with the moſt cordial Willingneſs, to 
unbar the everlaſting Gates and Doors, and 


give a free Paſſage, and a joyful Welcome to 


the King of Grace and Glory. Oh! that 
God would make this Day of Darkneſs and 
Diſtreſs a Day of Light and Comfort to thy 
Soul, that, like the Philippian Jailor, terri- 
fied with the Earthquake reeling under him, 
thou may ſt cry out in alike Earneſtneſs of 
Soul, What ſball I do to be ſaved*? And 
may ſt never find the Terrors of thy Spirit al- 
layed till thou art ſafely houſed by a ſaving 
Faith, accompanied with a ſincere evangeli- 
cal Repentance, in Tefus, the Ark of Salva- 
tion, Who is an Hiding-Place from the Wind, 
and a Covert from the Tempeſt +, and is able 


to ſave to the uttermoſt all theſe who come unto 


God by him, ſeeing he ever lives to make Inter- 
ceſſion for them J. 


II. Let me addreſs myſelf to Saints. And, 


1. Giye all Diligence that you may have 
the clear and unclouded  Evidences of a 
Work of Grace in your Souls. As you give 
good Evidence. that God has begun his good 


Work upon you, be ſolicitous that you may 


trace it upon your Hearts, and enjoy its 
Light and Comforts. Let ſuch alarming 
Events- quicken your diligent Enquiry, and 
converle with yourſelves, that ſo you may be 

| prepared, 
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prepared, not only habitually, but actually 


prepared to meet your God, though it ſhould 
be in the Way of his moſt awful Judgments. 
Amidſt a trembling and convulſed World, 
let us beg more earneſtly, that we may have 
the Comforts of the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit 
of Adoption, the Spirit witneſſing" with our 
Spirits that we are the Children of God &, 
that ſo we may be ready for Death, whether 
he fits down before theſe Houſes of Clay in 
the Sieges of common Pains and Sickneſs, 
or whether he marches out againſt us with 
his more violent tremendous Artillery of 
Peſtilence, Sword, Conflagration, or Earth- 
quake, Happy Souls they, who have an 
heavenly light within, when all is Darkneſs 
and Diſtreſs abroad ! Happy Souls they, who 
feel themſelves ſafeon the Rock of Ages, when 
the World is trembling and tottering around 
them ! God is our Refuge and Strength, a 
very preſent Help in Trouble: Therefore will 
we not fear though the Earth be removed, and 
though the Mountains be carried into the Mid 
of the Sea : Though the Waters thereof roar, 
and be troubled, though the Mountains ſhake 
with the Swelling thereof. There is a River, 
(a River that ſtill flows, and a River whoſe 
Waters taſte but the ſweeter amidſt all this 
Convulfion and Ruin) the Streams whereof” 
ſhall mate glad the City of God; the boly 


Place 
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Place of the Tabernacles of the Moi High * 
2. Let Saints henceforth be more holy 
and heavenly, ſeeing theſe dreadful Events 
befal our World, and ſeeing we know not 
how. ſoon the like Calamities may viſit 
our Land and City. What Manner of Per- 
ſons. ought we to be in all holy Converſation 
and Godlineſs + 7 What Beauties of Ho- 
lineſs, and what Rays of Glory ought 
to ſhine over our Conduct, ſince we know 
not how ſoon we ſhall end this mortal 
Life, and be called to appear before God ! 
* Stage on which we ſtand totters under 
s; let us then act well upon it, that fo, 
3 we have a Diſmiſſion from it in the 
common Way, or whether it breaks or diſ- 
ſolves at once, we may be found ſo doing F. The 
leſs Time we have in which to ſerve God 
and our Generation, and prune our Wings 
for Flight, the more aſſiduous and fervent 
let us be in our Work; and we ſhould learn 
to crowd a long Life of Uſefulneſs, within 
the Limits of a few Days or Moments. 
Thus ſhall we be prepared for every Event, 
and triumph, that Life and Death, Things 
preſent and. Things to come, are all ours . 
And a Saint of God, and an Heir of Glory, 
ſhall as ſurely find his Way to Heaven from 
under the Ruins of an Earthquake, or even 
the Diſſolution of Nature, as from a peace- 
0 ful 


* Pal. xlvi. I---4. + 2 Pet. iii. 11. 
Matth. xxiv, 46, | 1 Cor, ili. 22. 


do — 
*. 


181 
ful Pillow, and the laſt Embraces of tender 
weeping Friends. 
. And /aftly. Live more in the Exerciſe 


of a Divine Faith, Every Day renew your 
Acts of Faith upon God and Chriſt, Every 
Day take a View of the Covenant of Grace, 


its Stability, Comforts, and Fulneſs. Every 


Day look by Faith into the other World, 
and ballance the Loſs of fleeting Enjoy- 
ments and fugitive Shadows with inviſible 
Realities, and ſubſtantial and everlaſting Glo- 
ries. Ve look not at the Things which are 


ſeen, but at the Things which are not ſeen, for 


the Things which are ſeen are temporal, but the 
Things which are not ſeen are eternal *, Let 
there be a Sort of a divine Revenge practiſed 
by you upon a diſappointing faithleſs World; 


and, as it is ſo falſe and uncertain, do you, | 


for that Reaſon, not truſt it any more, but 
transfer your Hopes and your Hearts to that 
Country, where are Riches of Glory by Chriſt 
Jeſus, and where Immutability and Eternity 


are their Attributes and their Guardians. Ere- 


long this Curtain will drop, and let in eter- 
nal Day. Draw it aſide by Faith now, and 
look into the Regions of heavenly Life and 
Joy; and may theſe Convulſions of Earth pre- 
pare you for, and more powerfully recom- 
mend to your Eſteem and Choice, the Inhe- 
ritance incorrupiible, undefiled, and that fades 


not away, reſerved in Heaven for you F. 
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WI ILE guilty Worms, juſt born to 
Life, 

Swell into Rage, and vengeful Strife ; ; 

The dread Supreme his Pow'r awakes, 

And Earth from her Foundations . 


Cities, the Wealthy and Auguſt, . 
Reel, rend, and ſhatter into Duſt; 

On Thouſands burſts th' avoidiefs Weight, 

Cruſh d in th' immeaſurable Fate. 


SBreat Lord of All, what Sparks Divine 
O Vengeance in thy Conduct ſhine ! 
Tis Guilt provokes theſe dire Alarms 
And ſets th' Omnipotent in Arms. 


O, may the World thy Terrors own, 
And humbly bend before thy Throne 
That Pow's, that Rocks N parts, 
Can break ev'n adamantine Hearts. 
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Of glitt ring Duſt we boaſt no more, 
No more to Earth entruſt our Store, 
That rends a wide-expanding, Grave, 4 
And ſinks the golden Wealth it gave, 


N Our Hopes ſhall now aſcend on high, 

a And ſeek a Treaſure in the Sky ; 
The Mines above are rich and pure, 
And, as Eternity, ſecure. 


No more the Shocks that ſhake our Ball 
Shall our triumphant Faith appall : x 
Jesus, thy Word foretells theſe Signs, W 
Thy Glory thro” their Terrors ſhines. oy 


Bleſt Word of Grace, to thee we fly, 1 
When Tempeſts roar, and Fears run high; 36 
Our Anchor feels a firmer Ground 3 


In thee, when Nature quakes around. 


Should Earth from its Foundations ſtart, 
Should Mountains from their Seats depart, 
Should Ruin mix the Land and Seas, 
An Heir of Heaven may ſmile at Eaſe; 


Welcome, O welcome, haſt'ning Day, 
Whoſe Heralds now prepare thy Way, 
That kindles the devouring Flame, 

And melts this vaſt material Frame. | 


F With 
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With dauntleſs Souls, and Look ſerene, 


Our Faith ſhall triumph o'er the Scene, 
And an uninjur'd Portion boaſt, 
When Worlds with all their Wealth are loſt. 


"Tis hid with CHRIST, 'tis ſafe above 
In All-Sufficiency and Love; 

And oer the Ruin we ſhall riſe, 

And gain th' unperiſhable Skies. 
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_ ty Exerciſe of Prayer, 6d. 

7. The Divine Improvement of Deſolating 
Judgmentsrepreſented, in aSermon preach- 
ed at Haberdaſhers-Hall, March 27. on Oc- 

caſion of the dreadful Fire in the City, on 
March 23. 1748. 6d. * 

8. The Excellency of the Goſpel, and the 

- Happineſs of an Intereſt in it, repreſented 
in a Sermon, preached at Haberdaſpers- 

Hall, November 4. 1751. to the Charitable 
Society for promoting religious Knowlege 
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Sympathy with our ſuffering Brethren, and 
an Improvement of their Diſtreſſes ſhown 
to be our Duty. In two Diſcourſes, occafion- 
ed by the cruel Oppreſſion of the Proteſtants 
in France, and enlarged with a recent and 
particular Account of the State of the Perſe- 


cution in that Kingdom. 


To which are prefixed, ſome ſerious Re- 
flections on the preſent Situation of theſe 
Nations, and our Amerigen Colonies. 
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